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Gabriela Orozco Belt is a children’s book author who lives in a small town in the
Mojave Desert. Inspired by her experiences of growing up bilingual and bicultural,

she writes stories for children so they can see themselves in books.

Her stories, which celebrate cultural traditions, explore bilingualism, and celebrate
the joys of being bicultural, include the award-winning Only for a Little While and |
Am, Yo Soy.

She is a member of Las Musas and is the social media coordinator for the LKBF’s
Latinx Storytellers Conference. When not teaching, writing, or reading, she can be

found spending time with her husband, three children, extended family, and one

always hungry mini-golden doodle named Eustace.




Dia delos MUErtos DIA DE MUERTOS, ABC

Day of the Dead In this beautifully illustrated bilingual
book, readers aged 7 to 11 will delight in

discovering the rich traditions and
customs of Day of the Dead. From
decorating colorful altars to enjoying
delicious pan de muerto, this
heartwarming book captures the essence
of this special celebration.

English and Spanish alphabet books often
provide one set of text in English with a
Spanish translation. This book weights
both English and Spanish equally for our
bilingual readers—providing different
entry text for many letters of the
alphabet. Both English and Spanish have
translations underneath to help readers
understand and connect fo the
illustrations.

Keocews

“Digital illustrations incorporate iconic sugar skulls, cempasuichil
flowers, ofrendas, and paper garlands, while reinforcing the text’s
message that this holiday centered around honoring the dead is a
joyful time.

VERDICT A good resource to learn more about Dia de Muertos,
recommended for all collections”

School Library Journal



Docontly Dlonsed

| AM, YO SOY

With lyrical text in English and Spanish,

this vibrant picture book is a celebration
of Hispanic American identity—
showcasing the beauty of being part of
two cultures. Author Gabriela Orozco Belt
and Pura Belpré Award Honor Book
illustrator Mirelle Ortega honor all the
big and small ways that embracing both
heritages are the key to being exactly
who you're meant to be.

® The 2025 Alma Flor Ada Best Latino
Focused Children’s Picture Book
Award: Finalist

® The 2025 International Latino Book
Awards Best Children’s Fiction Picture
Book-Spanish: Finalist

Keocews

"Orozco Belt pays tribute to
the richness of the bicultural,
bilingual experience. It's an
engaging, easy-to-follow, and
ultimately affirming work sure
to leave readers smiling. Sweet
and empowering."

Kirkus Reviews

"Provides a meaningful
reflection of 'all that | am and
where | am from.""

Publishers Weekly



ONLY FOR A LITTLE WHILE

por un rat(to Only For a Little While, a bilingual picture

book in which Maribel and her family

must move in with her aunt and cousins,
por un ratito—for a little while—and
observe and appreciate all the
differences that come with living in a new
3@ W place. A heartwarming story about family

. and change—and how love is always the

Schdls pohe Wml [
GABRIELA'OR0ZGO BELE RIGHY SANGHEZ AYALA

constant.

e 2024 Anna Dewdney Read Together
Honor Book

e 2024 Américas Commended Title

® The 2023 Alma Flor Ada Best Latino
Focused Children’s Picture Book
Award: Silver Award

® The 2023 Mariposa Award Best First

Jﬁ L 8 Book — Children & Youth — English:

Wit GABRIELA OROZG0 BELTIN s 5 RIGHY SANGHEZ AVALA, | Gold Award

® The Bank Street College of Education
Best Children’s Book of the Year in
Spanish 2023

Keocews

“This story about temporary VERDICT Both editions are
situations makes for a book excellent choices for picture
that is likely to resonate for a book collections."

long time.”

Kirkus Reviews School Library Journal



“] am, Yo Soy” by Gabriela Orozco Belt &
F I E R E lllustrated by Mirelle Ortega

This joyful lyrical picture book is perfect for
Holiday Reads: Books by Latinos for

Every Bookworm in Your Eamilla any child who has felt like they are not from

here or there (ni de aqui, ni de alla) or for
BY ALYSSA REYMNOSO MORRIS
DECEMBER 11, 2024 those who felt like they needed to pick one

part of their multiculturalism. Through

food, holidays, music, sports, and more -
embrace what makes you uniquely you.

We had the good fortune of connecting with Gabriela SHOU I OU I LA
Orozco Belt and we've shared our conversation below.

Hi Gabriela, why did you decide to pursue a
creative path?
Growing up, | was an avid reader. | loved books and

LOCAL STORIES

would read whatever | could get my hands on. In Meef Gﬂ bl"‘lEIﬂ Oruzcu Belf |
elementary schoal, | would actually get in trouble far . .
reading when | wasn't supposed to be and would try to Chlldren 5 AUfhﬂr

hide my books under my desk and behind my textbooks.
I never really thought about writing my own until | was
almost 400 | would tell my youngest daughter bedtime
stories and one day she asked me if | could write her
favorite one down so she could read it whenever she
wanted te. | started with that story and soon added
more, working on my craft, and learning everything
about publishing | could find.

New bilingual children’s book celebrates
bicultural identity

PubEshist Ape 1, 2005 ot 408 PM POT

Gatwiela Oroaee Belt grew in Calfornia, Eut she explained she always thought of herself a3 Coats Rican.
m Cotta Rica i the 1970s.

aciitursl snd bddual evseniences het>ed Shane her debut pectore book | A o Soe:
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GET IN TOUCH

Looking forward to connecting! Please
feel free to connect via email, website, or

social media.

gabybeltegmail.com

www.gabrielabelt.com
|G ethegreatgabsie



